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Policy Life Cycle
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List four stages of the policy life cycle, and show how the discovery of ozone layer destruction and the subsequent responses to it illustrate the cycle
	The life cycle of a policy includes various stages. The main life cycles include discussion and debate, political action, legislative, law and regulation and compliance. In order to have a clear understanding of the same, literature will comprehensively discuss the main four stages of the policy life cycle, and also show how the discovery of ozone layer destruction and subsequent address to it illustrate the cycle.
Discussion and debate
Debates and discussion come due to emerging of events that raise the concern of stakeholder and the public in general. These discussions are put forward to give views of on the matters arising. This may be in a bid to finds a way of solving a given issue in society or the environment. For instance, it can be the issue of depletion of the ozone layer due to the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. This is an environmental issue that will raise concern among the environmentalist and other stakeholders who would want to find the cause and the solution to such a problem (Ragusa, 2010). 
Political action
This second stage of the life cycle of a policy includes political influence. This influence can be through the power given by the political position one or a group of politicians hold in the society to make an action to take place or come up with a given change. This is done through 
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political statements from political leaders, decisions made after discussions or even legislative council debates. It is important to note that politicians play an important role in the making of the different policies in a given country. 
Legislative proposal
The political action stage may lead to the crafting of the response by Congress. This response may be a legislative one (Cawley, 2015). These responses are usually bills or even researches under the directions of Congress. Such decisions are usually influenced by politics which depends on how the senior a political entity may be. It is important not that come matter may be so fast that they do not stay for long in the public debate stage. Instead, they get to the legislative stage within the shortest time possible due to the urgency of response towards the matter. 
Law and regulation
A bill from the legislative proposal is subjected under the approval of the Congress and signing of the president to make it a law (Ragusa, 2010). A date of which the law is termed effective is set upon the bill becoming a law. This date should be noted by all the institutions so that they can implement the law as required by the government. At times this task of the setting the implementation stage is given to government agencies to advise the institutions on how to implement a given law. 
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Compliance
This is usually the last stage in the life cycle of a policy. Law becomes effective and all the details that are related to the regulation of this law are made clear. All the institutions whose
operations are related to this policy are required to comply lest they attract punitive actions of the law (Ragusa, 2010).
Relation of Response to Ozone Layer Depletion and the Policy Life Cycle
The ozone hole was discovered to exist over two and a half decades ago. This discovery raised concerns among the stakeholders due to the impact of this degradation to the environment. The ozone layer is a very important role of filtering UV rays of the sun and therefore protecting the creatures on earth; human being included, from the adverse effects of this rays (Ungar, 2000). The, therefore, raise public debates all over the whole and especial to global environmental bodies.  Consequently, campaigns against Chlorofluorocarbon rich substance that deplete ozone layer were launched (Ungar, 2000). There was a ban on these compounds and manufactures had to adjust to this. Upon the discovery of this hole, the Montreal protocol was speeded up and the first United Nations treaty was signed by in 1987 by 46 states in the world. This is to achieve universal ratification. By the year 2010, there was a 98 % phase-out of consumption of chemicals of concern. It is important to note that the coming of the Montreal Protocol and its success was influenced by political activities of the with many of the political parties pushing towards the embracing of organic firms and using of renewable energy sources besides zero emission automobiles (Cawley, 2015).  
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	In conclusion, having discussed the main four stages of the policy life cycle, and also show how the discovery of ozone layer destruction and subsequent address to it illustrate the cycle, it is important noting that policies start from arising of matters that raise concern. Most of the concerns are the drastic effects of the matters which require mitigation. Politics also play a major role in the success or failure of a given policy according to the weight of the matter of concern. Environmental issues attract many stakeholders and usually are global concerns. 
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